Computed tomography of diffuse pulmonary haemorrhage with pathological correlation.
The utility of computed tomography (CT) is well established in patients with chronic interstitial lung disease. There are currently no descriptions of the CT appearances of diffuse pulmonary haemorrhage. The CT findings of six patients with diffuse pulmonary haemorrhage are presented. Pathological correlation from open lung biopsies in two of these patients provided a pathological basis for the CT appearances. All six patients had diffuse nodular opacities with no zonal predominance. The nodules were of uniform size in any single patient but varied (1-3 mm diam.) between patients. Patchy areas of 'ground-glass' opacification of the lung parenchyma due to recent haemorrhage was associated with apparent prominence of the segmental bronchi and obscured the background nodularity. The CT findings were similar in all six patients and, although not pathognomonic, awareness of the CT features described should raise the possibility of the diagnosis.